
 

 

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF PAINTERS AND ALLIED TRADES DISTRICT COUNCIL 711 

ANNOUNCES “FIRE POWER FOR FREEDOM RESTORATION” PROJECT 

(Camden, NJ) -- The International Union of Painters and Allied Trades (IUPAT) District Council 

711 of New Jersey hosted a “Fire Power for Freedom Restoration Event” on Monday September 

29th at the Battleship New Jersey located on the Camden Waterfront.  District Council 711 has 

undertaken the huge task of re-painting the hull of the historic battleship by donating the 

workforce and materials to show support for our veterans and the City of Camden.  The job will 

consist of a rotating crew of 2-4 painters over the course of the next few weeks using their skills 

and knowledge of industrial painting to preserve the ship for generations to come.   

“It is our honor and privilege to repaint the most decorated battleship in history, and to work 

with the City of Camden, Mayor Redd, Senator Donald Norcross, and UOSS in the undertaking 

of this project,” said Vincent Lane, Business Manager and Secretary Treasurer. “We have a deep 

respect for the veterans of the ship and their families, as well as all veterans who sacrificed so 

much to fight for our freedom.” 

"The Battleship New Jersey is our state's treasure," said Senator Norcross. "She was launched 

into the Delaware River and carried with her the blood and sweat of South Jersey's hardworking 

men and women throughout her remarkable career. This project is dedicated to the veterans 

who served on the ship, and those throughout our region. Moreover, we have the opportunity 

today to highlight the important relationship between our labor organizations, UOSS, Mayor 

Redd and Camden City Council in providing Camden's residents with important job skills and 

experience. We are proud to have the ship back in its birthplace and look forward to seeing her 

hull preserved for future use." 

"Camden and our military veterans are so proud to be the home to America's most decorated 

battleship, the New Jersey," Mayor Redd said.  "It is our intention to make sure the Battleship 

New Jersey receives the funding it requires for proper maintenance and to remain in the City of 

Camden.  Many thanks to District Council 711 as they take on the monumental task of re-

painting the hull of the historic ship.  This project will not only aid in the ongoing preservation 

of this iconic symbol of liberty but will offer much needed job opportunities to our Camden 

residents.  I also applaud the Union Organization for Social Services for working in conjunction 

with my Administration and Senator Donald Norcross to identify Camden residents who wish to 



participate in the Pre-Apprenticeship Construction Trades Training Program.  This program will 

enable our residents to obtain careers in the various building trades."    

"I cannot stress enough the importance of providing residents with quality jobs," said Curtis 

Jenkins, Camden City Council Vice President.  I fully support this project. It's a wonderful 

collaboration between government and local labor.   It's critical that Camden residents have the 

opportunity to obtain well-paying jobs that will enable them to support their family.  The Union 

and Building trades offer that opportunity. 

In conjunction with painting the ship, the IUPAT is also working with Union Organization for 

Social Services (UOSS) to include a potential locally hired Camden resident for the re-painting of 

the ship. UOSS has been designated as the Labor Agency Pre-Apprenticeship Construction 

Trades Training Program for highly qualified women and minorities in the City of Camden that 

desire a career in Unions and the Building Trades.   

“Our partnership with local labor organizations has helped countless Camden residents gain the 

skills and experience they need to family-sustaining jobs,” said Bob Schiavinato, UOSS Director 

and Training Program Coordinator. “That we are also helping to maintain such an iconic 

landmark for the South Jersey region and Camden City in particular is and added bonus.”  

“I cannot begin to convey the magnitude of this gift, and what it means for the ship going 

forward,” said Phil Rowan, Executive Director of the Battleship New Jersey Museum and 

Memorial. “Thank you to IUPAT DC711, Senator Norcross, Mayor Redd, and UOSS for this 

amazing coordinated effort on our behalf. This project will launch a new era of the Battleship’s 

life, one that will help preserve the ship for future generations.” 

UOSS was founded in 1944 and provides a wide variety of information and referral programs, 

senior programs and volunteer services to all residents of Camden County. 

Berthed on the Camden Waterfront across the Delaware River from Center City Philadelphia, 
the Battleship New Jersey Museum and Memorial is a non-profit historic ship museum that 
offers tours every day from 9:30am to 3pm.  Sink some for the Battleship!  The Battleship New 
Jersey annual Golf Tournament will take place on Monday, Oct. 6 at Sea Oaks Country Club in 
Little Egg Harbor Twp., NJ.  Enjoy lunch, a cocktail reception, awards dinner, lots of prizes and 
golf at this beautiful course!  $175 donation per player.  Sponsorships are available.  To register, 
call 866-877-6262 ext. 144.  For more information on the ship’s many programs, visit 
www.battleshipnewjersey.org. 
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