DEPARTMENT OF CODE ENFORCEMENT

Luis F. Ruiz, Department Director
Phyllis Keily, Housing Director

Doris Arch, Chief License Inspector
James Rizzo, Construction Code Official

Dana L. Redd, Mayor
City of Camden

Date:

Property Address
Re:

Property Address Property Address

VACANT/ABANDONED PROPERTY REGISTRATION

Dear Property Owner,

As the Owner of a vacant/abandoned building in the City of Camden, effective as of
August 1, 2014, you are required under City Ordinance MC-4818 to register your building with
the City's Department of Code Enforcement, Building Bureau, and pay a $500.00 initial
registration fee to the City of Camden.

Enclosed is the registration form you are required to complete under MC-4818. Please
submit the completed form with the full $500.00 fee made payable to “The City of Camden”
within (30) days of the date of this Notice to the City’s Department of Code Enforcement,
Building Bureau.

The completed and approved registration shall remain valid for one {1) year from the
date of registration. Thereafter, the owner shall be required to renew the registration annually
as long as the building remains vacant/abandoned and shall pay a registration or renewal fee in
the amount prescribed in MC-4818 for each vacant/abandoned property to be registered.

The owner must notify the City’s Department of Code Enforcement, Building Bureau,
within thirty (30) days of any change in its registration information or statements by filing an
Amended Information and Registration Statement Form available from the Building Bureau for
such purpose.

If there are any questions, please feel free to contact my office.

Moving Camden Forward,
Luis F. Ruiz, Director

City of Camden, Department of Code Enforcement, 520 Market Street. Suite 403, Camden, New Jersey 08101
Phone: 856-757-7032. Fax: 856-757-7259. Email: www.ci.camden.nj.us




CITY OF CAMDEN
REGISTRATION INFORMATION AND STATEMENT FORM

FOR VACANT/ABANDONED PROPERTIES
(Please Print or Type)

Under City Ordinance MC-4818, a property owner must notify the City’s Department of Code
Enforcement, Building Bureau, within thirty (30) days of any change in its registration
information by filing an amended Information and Registration information Statement Form.

Office Use

CENSUS TRACT #

BLOCK # LOT #

ADDRESS OF SUBJECT PROPERTY/BUILDING

NAME OF PROPERTY OWNER

PROPERTY OWNER'S ADDRESS Ty STATE ZIp

TELEPHONE #

E-MAIL ADDRESS

NAME OF AUTHORIZED AGENT TO ACT WITH RESPECT TO THE VACANT/ABANDONED PROPERTY

NEW JERSEY ADDRESS ONLY aTyY STATE ZIP

TELEPHONE #

E-MAIL ADDRESS

NAME OF PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR MAINTAINING AND SECURING THE VACANT/ABANDONED
PROPERTY IF DIFFERENT FROM RESPONSE #2

NEW JERSEY ADDRESS ONLY CITY STATE zIp

TELEPHONE #

E-MAIL ADDRESS

4., PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:
A. TOTAL NUMBER OF: RESIDENTIAL UNITS : COMMERCIAL UNITS:
B. NUMBER OF STORIES:
C. PURCHASE DATE:

City of Camden, Department of Code Enforcement, 520 Market Street. Suite 403, Camden, New Jersey 08101
Phone: 856-757-7032. Fax: 856-757-7258. Email: www.ci.camden.nj.us




5. PROPERTY OWNER STATEMENT:
A. Does the property owner intend to restore the building to productive use and occupancy in
the next 12 months: Yes: No:
B. Is the building currently:
1. Enclosed and secured from unauthorized entry (boarded-up): Yes __ No

2. Bearing a posted sign affixed to the building {no smaller than 18" x 24”) indicating the
name, address and telephone number of owner and owner’'s authorized agent as
indicated in responses #2-3 ahove: Yes __ No__

C. Does the owner intend to continue to enclose and secure the building from unauthorized
entry and maintain the sign until the building is again legally occupied or demolished or until
repair or rehahilitation of the building is complete? Yes __ No

Please explain and provide details for YES or NO answer:

& ok

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING INFORMATION AND STATEMENTS MADE BY ME ARE TRUE. |
AM AWARE THAT IF ANY OF THE FOREGOING INFORMATICN OR STATEMENTS MADE BY ME ARE
WILLFULLY FALSE, | AM SUBJECT TO PUNISHMENT UNDER THE “VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES”
PROVISION OF THE VACANT PROPERTY REGISTRATION ORDINANCE.

Property Owner’s Signature
Print Name:
Date:

City of Camden, Department of Code Enforcement, 520 Market Street. Suite 403, Camden, New Jersey 08101
Phone: 856-757-7032. Fax: 856-757-7259. Email: www.ci.camden.nj.us




ORDINANCE MC- 4818

On Motion Of: Luis A. Lopez
APPROVED: February 11, 2014

ADOPTED: March 117, 2014

VACANT PROPERTY REGISTRATION ORDINANCE

WHEREAS, the City of Camden contains numerous structures that are
vacant in whole or in large part; and

WHEREAS, in many instances the owners or other responsible parties of
these structures are neglectful of them, are not maintaining or securing them to
an adequate standard, or not restoring them to productive use; and

WHEREAS, it has been brought to the City Council's attention through
recent years and to date that vacant and abandecned structures cause severe
harm to the health, safety and general welfare of the Camden community,
including diminution of neighboring property values, increased risk of fire and
flooding, and potential increases in criminal activity and public health risk in being
an attractive nuisance; and

WHEREAS, the City of Camden incurs disproportionate costs in order to
deal with the problems of vacant and abandoned structures, including, but not
limited to, excessive Police, Fire, Code Enforcement, and Public Works calls and
related official action; and

WHEREAS, it is in the public interest for the City of Camden to impose a
fee in conjunction with a registration ordinance for vacant structures in light of the
disproporticnate costs borne by the City due to the presence of these structures;
now, therefore

BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of Camden that it
hereby creates and authorizes a Vacant and Abandoned Property Registration
Crdinance, with the following provisions:

SECTION 1.

MAINTENANCE OF VACANT PROPERTIES, REGISTRATION
REQUIREMENTS AND FEES.

1. Definitions.

A. "Owner” shall include the title holder, any agent of the title holder
having authority to act with respect to a vacant property, any
foreclosing entity subject to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 46:10B-51
(P.L. 2008, c.127, Sec. 17), or any other entity determined by the
City of Camden to have authority to act with respect to the property,

B. "Vacant property” shall mean any building used or to be used as a
residence which is not legally occupied or at which substantiaily all
lawful construction operations or residential occupancy has ceased,
and which is in such condition that it cannot legally be reoccupied
without repair or rehabilitation; provided, however, that any property
that contains all building systems in working order and is being
actively marketed by its owner for sale or rental, shall not be
deemed vacant. Property determined to be "abandoned property"
in accordance with the meaning of such term in the Abandoned
Properties Rehabilitation Act, N.J.S8 A. 55:19-78 et seq., shali also
be deemed to be vacant property for the purposes of this Section.




2. General Requirements.

A

Immediately upon the effective date of this Ordinance, the owner of
any vacant property as defined herein shall, within sixty (60) days
after the building becomes vacant property or within thirty (30) days
after assuming ownership of the vacant property, whichever is later,
file a registration statement for each such vacant property with the
designated City Office(r} on forms provided by that Office(r) for
such purposes. The registration shall remain valid for one (1) year
from the date of registration. The owner shall be required to renew
the registration annually as long as the building remains vacant
property and shall pay a registration or renewal fee in the amount
prescribed in Section 4 herein for each vacant property registered.

. Any owner of any building that meets the definition of vacant

property prior to the effective date of this Ordinance shall file a
registration statement for that property on or before May 1, 2014.
The registration statement shall include the information required
under Sectign 3 herein, as well as any additionai information that
the designated City Office may reascnably require.

. The owner shall notify the designated City Office(r) within thirty (30)

days of any change in the registration information by fiing an
amended registration statement on a form provided by the
designated City Office(r) for such purpose.

. The registration statement shall be deemed prima facie proof of the

statements therein contained in any administrative enforcement
proceeding or court proceeding instituted by the City against the
owner or owners of the building.

3. Registration Statement Requirements: Property Inspection.

A,

After filing a registration statement or a renewal of a registration
statement, the owner of any vacant property shall provide access fo
the City to conduct an exterior and interior inspection of the building
to determine compiiance with the City Code, following reasonable
notice, during the period covered by the initial registration or any
subsequent renewal.

The registration statement shall include the name, street address
and tefephone number of a natural person twenty-one (21) years of
age or older, designated by the owner or owners as the authorized
agent for receiving notices of code violations and for receiving
process, in any court proceeding or administrative enforcement
proceeding, on behalf of such ocwner or owners in connection with
the enforcement of any applicable code. This person must
maintain an office in the State of New Jersey or reside within the
State of New Jersey. The statement shall also include the name of
the person responsible for maintaining and security the property, if
different.

. An owner who is a natural person and who meets the requirements

of this Qrdinance as to location of residence or office may
designate him or herseif as agent.

. By designating an authorized agent under the provisions of this

Section, the owner consents to receive any and all netices of City
Code violations concerning the registered vacant property and all




process in any court proceeding or administrative enforcement
proceeding brought to enforce code provisions concerning the
registered building by service of the notice or process on the
authorized agent. Any owner who has designated an authorized
agent under the provisions of this Section 3 shall be deemed to
consent fto the continuation of the agent's designation for the
purposes of this Section until the owner notifies the designated City
Office(r} of a change of authorized agent or until the owner files a
new annual registration statement. The designation of an
authorized agent in no way releases the owner from any
requirement of this Ordinance.

4. Fee Schedule.

The initial registration fee for each building shali be five hundred
($500.00) dollars. The fee for the first renewal is one thousand five
hundred ($1,500.00) dollars, and the fee for the second renewal is three
thousand ($3,000.00) dollars. The fee for any subsequent renewal
beyond the second renewal is five thousand ($5,000.00) dollars.

Vacant Property Registration Fee Schedule:

Initial registration $500.00

First renewal $1,500.00

Second renewal $3,000.00

Any subsequent renewal $5,000.60 |

5. Regquirements for Owners of Vacant Property.

The owner of any building that has become vacant property, and
any person maintaining, operating or collecting rent for any such building
that has become vacant shall, within thirty (30} days:

A. Enclose and secure the building against unauthorized entry as
provided in the applicable provisions of the Code of the City of
Camden; and

B. Post a sign affixed to the building indicating the name, address and
lelephone number of the owner, the owner's authorized agent for
the purpose of service of process (if designated pursuant to Section
3 herein), and the person responsible for day-to-day supervision
and management of the building, if such person is different from the
ownher holding tittle or authorized agent. The sign shall be of a size
and placed in such a location so as to be legible from the nearest
public street or sidewalk, whichever is nearer, but shall be no
smaller than 18" x 24", and

C. Secure the building from unauthorized entry and maintain the sign
until the building is again legally occupied or demolished or until
repair or rehabilitation of the building is complete.




6. Adminjstration.
The Director of the Department in which the designated City

Office(r) is assigned to may issue ruies and regulations for the
administration of the provisions of this Ordinance.

7. \Violations and Penalties.

A. Unless otherwise provided in the chapter, penalties against persons
violating the provisions of this chapter shall be imposed in accordance
with the provisions of § 1-186A.

B. For purposes of this Section 7, failure to file a registration statement in
time, failure to provide correct information on the registration
statement, failure to comply with the provisions of Section 5 herein, or
such other matters as may be established by the rules and regulations
of the City shall be deemed to be violations of this Ordinance.

8. Compliance with Other City Code Provisions.

Nothing in this Ordinance is intended to nor shall be read to conflict
or prevent the City from taking action against buildings found to be uniit for
human habitation, occupancy or use, or unsafe struciures affecting the
public safety, health, or general welfare, as provided in the applicable
provisions of the Code of the City of Camden, including, without limitation,
Chapters 295 and 418, and related State law. Further, any action taken
under any such Chapters or State law other than the demolition of a
structure shall not relieve an owner from its obligations under this
Ordinance. Notwithstanding the aforesaid Chapters and related
provisions of the City Code, all other ordinances or parts of ordinances
inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed as
to such inconsistency only.

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect twenty (20} days after final
passage and publications as provided by law.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this ordinance is declared invalid, such
invalidity shall not effect the other provisions of this ordinance. Furthermore, the
other provisions of this ordinance are deemed to be severabie and remain in full
force and effect.

SECTION 4. Pursuant to N.J.8.A. 52:27BBB-23 and N.J.S.A. 40:69A-41, a
true copy of this Ordinance shall be forwarded to the Mayor, who shall have ten
{10) days from the receipt thereof to approve or veto this Ordinance. Additionally,
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:278BB-23, a true copy of this Ordinance shall be forwarded
to the State Commissioner of Community Affairs, who shail have ten (10) days from
the receipt thereof to veto this Ordinance, and the action by the Commissioner
regarding this Ordinance shall supersede any action by the Mayor on the
same Ordinance. All notices of approval and/or veto shall be filed in the Office of
the Municipal Clerk.




Dated: February 11, 2014

The above has been reviewed
and approved as to form.

W L

fARC A, RIONDIRE—
City Attorney

FIRST READING:

SECOND READING:

Y =

FRANCIS MORAN
President, tyCouncll

A oS5 etk

BANA L. REDD
Mayor

ADOPTED:

ATTEST. WV_

LUIS PASTORIZA
Municipal Clerk
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President
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Mumerpal Clerk
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Room 105, Ciry Tall
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Tele; (856) 757-7223 / Tax: (R36) 757-7220)
Fmnail: cledif@oicamdennius  Website: wwv.gicamden.niug

MEMORANDUM

DATE: March 18, 2014

TO: Dana L. Redd, Mayor

FROM: Luis Pastoriza, Municipal Clerk

RE: Ordinance Final Passage — (MC-4818)

Vacant property registration Ordinance

In accordance with Rule XIX of the Administrative Code of the City of Camden (Rules of -
Procedure governing the City Council), [ am delivering to you the attached ordinance adopted
by City Council at a REGULAR meeting held on 3-11-14. Said article provides that “each
ordinance shall be returned by the Mayor to the Municipal Clerk after the Mayor has affixed his
/her signature thereto or after the expiration of ten (10) days from the date of its delivery to the
Mayor in any event,”

oYY . foj? e/ s

Date of Approval: 7 / /9

LPfyv
file




