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NEW PLACEMAKING PROJECT TO “GREEN” ROOSEVELT PLAZA PARK 
Mayor Dana L. Redd Officially Opens Project to Transform Space and Promote 

Measures to Reduce Stormwater Impact 

 
CAMDEN, NJ – Today, Mayor Dana L. Redd announced the opening of a new creative placemaking project 

to “green” Roosevelt Plaza Park, in front of Camden City Hall. Funded by the Horizon Foundation for New 

Jersey, William Penn Foundation, The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, Wyncote Foundation, Wells Fargo 

and National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, the project - Roosevelt Plaza Park H2O - focuses on the beauty 

and power of water, while encouraging the use of green infrastructure techniques to reduce the impact of 

stormwater in the City of Camden. Public seating and interactive features help to create a transformative 

“pop-up” space in the heart of the City where residents, employees and visitors can learn about green 
infrastructure techniques and water conservation measures. 

 
The overall goal of this creative placemaking project is to encourage city residents and visitors to utilize and 

actively enjoy safe public recreational spaces in the City of Camden and consider implementing green 

infrastructure and innovative stormwater management solutions at home. The City of Camden has a long 

history with water – from its origins as a ferry station for trade between Philadelphia and West Jersey to the 

City’s current challenges as it upgrades an aging sewer infrastructure system. In Camden, severe rainstorms 

can impact sections of the City, leaving some roads impassable. 

 
Roosevelt Plaza Park H2O will utilize locally sourced intermediate bulk container (IBC) totes, used at 

Roosevelt Plaza Park in 2014 as part of an interactive lighting installation, as green rainwater collection 

towers which irrigate both the planted towers and a demonstration planter garden. Enhanced features of 

Roosevelt Plaza Park H2O include educational signage, an interactive water organ, a recirculating rain 

curtain, seating, and shade to encourage visitors to connect with the project and consider implementing 

simple stormwater management measures at home. Several popular elements of the 2014 Roosevelt Plaza 

Park “pop-up” remain, including the public piano, which is now accompanied by a number of other 

instruments for visitors to play. 

 
“Over the past few years, there has been a growing movement among residents and communities to revitalize 

the social and economic fabric of cities by investing in public spaces. We are pleased to unveil this 

placemaking project that will help to educate and empower our community to join the effort to tackle our 

stormwater management and flooding issues,” said Mayor Redd. “In addition to offering a vibrant place for 

Camden residents and visitors to gather and enjoy, it provides about important information about preserving 

our environment.” 

 
“As a New Jersey company with deep roots in our state for more than 82 years, Horizon is committed to 

supporting community-based organizations that inspire individuals to lead a healthier lifestyle,” said 

Jonathan R. Pearson, Executive Director of the Horizon Foundation for New Jersey. “We believe the 

redevelopment of the Roosevelt Park and the surrounding improvements will help create a more vibrant 

downtown for families that live in Camden.” 



“It is an honor to provide a $50,000 grant to support Roosevelt Park’s pop-up rainwater harvesting system,” 

said Kelli Peterson, Camden County District Manager, Wells Fargo.  “Wells Fargo has been a major 

supporter of Camden’s impressive revitalization. And, over the past three years, we have donated through 

our various Foundations and employee giving programs over $1.5 million to City projects and causes.” 

 
This project, a product of the Camden SMART (Stormwater Management and Resource Training) Initiative, 

is the result of a collaborative effort between the City of Camden, Cooper's Ferry Partnership, the Camden 

Special Services District, Camden Redevelopment Agency and Connect the Lots, a community-driven 

initiative to engage Camden residents in neighborhood transformation, creating safe nodes of activity and 

bringing vibrancy to Camden’s public spaces. Group Melvin Design, a planning and urban design firm based 

in the City of Camden, and Sikora Wells Appel, a landscape architecture firm based in Haddonfield, led the 

design and implementation of the "pop-up park.” The project team commissioned Mizu Contracting to 

complete the specialized construction of the rainwater collection system, and Anthony Darrow Piano Tuning 

to continue to tune and maintain the piano. 

 
Roosevelt Plaza Park is cleaned, maintained and staffed by the Camden Special Services District Monday 

through Friday from 6:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., and again from 3 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., and on Saturday from 12:00 

p.m. to 5:00 p.m., and is patrolled regularly by the Camden County Metro Police Department and 

AlliedBarton officers. 

 
With these investments, Roosevelt Plaza Park is transforming into a civic center for events and gatherings. 

On Friday, August 21, over 60 residents attended a community movie night at Roosevelt Plaza Park. On 

September 19, Roosevelt Plaza Park will be home to the first ever Camden Jam, a free arts and music festival 

featuring continuous music, dance and spoken word performances on two stages, art and crafts vendors, a 

kids zone, an eco zone, and food and drinks for purchase. Hosted by Lady B and Dyana Williams of Old 

School 100.3, the main stage will showcase Harold Melvin’s Blue Notes, Cintron Band, Tomas Doncker 

Band, Camden’s own Yung Poppa and more. For more information about the Camden Jam, visit 

www.connectthelotscamden.com. 
 

 
 

About Cooper’s Ferry Partnership: 

Cooper's Ferry Partnership (CFP) was founded in 1984 as a private, non-profit corporation focusing on 

community and economic development in the City of Camden, New Jersey. Its mission is to develop and 

implement innovative public/private partnerships to effect sustainable economic revitalization and promote 

Camden as a place in which to live, work, visit and invest. CFP develops visionary long-range plans for the 

redevelopment and revitalization of Camden’s waterfronts and neighborhoods and works with private sector, 

government and community partners to make these plans a reality. For more information on Cooper's Ferry 

Partnership, visit www.coopersferry.com, follow on Twitter @coopersferry and on Facebook at Cooper's 

Ferry Partnership. 

 
About the Horizon Foundation for New Jersey 

The Horizon Foundation for New Jersey is committed to working alongside those who can help us improve 

our neighbors’ health, inform their health decisions and inspire them to lead healthier, more fulfilling lives. 

The Foundation’s new funding pillars are Caring, Connecting and Creating. Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield 

of New Jersey is the sole member of The Horizon Foundation for New Jersey, both of which are independent 

licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. 

 
About Wells Fargo: 

Wells Fargo & Company (NYSE: WFC) is a nationwide, diversified, community-based financial services 

company with $1.7 trillion in assets. Founded in 1852 and headquartered in San Francisco, Wells Fargo 

provides banking, insurance, investments, mortgage, and consumer and commercial finance through 8,700 

locations, 12,800 ATMs, the internet (wellsfargo.com) and mobile banking, and has offices in 36 countries to 

http://www.connectthelotscamden.com/
http://www.coopersferry.com/


support customers who conduct business in the global economy. With approximately 266,000 team 

members, Wells Fargo serves one in three households in the United States. Wells Fargo & Company was 

ranked No. 30 on Fortune’s 2015 rankings of America’s largest corporations. Wells Fargo’s vision is to 

satisfy our customers’ financial needs and help them succeed financially. Wells Fargo perspectives are also 

available at Wells Fargo Blogs and Wells Fargo Stories. 
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