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CAMDEN - The steel, concrete and glass 

of the Philadelphia 76ers' new practice 

facility is rising along the Camden 

Waterfront — along with, team officials 

hope, the Sixers' fortunes and those of the 

city they'll soon call home. 

“We’re extremely excited to go (to 

Camden),” said Lara Price, the Sixers' 

executive vice president for business 

operations. “We’ve worked in conjunction 

with Mayor (Dana) Redd and city officials 

and it’s been such an amazing process. … 

“It’s really exciting to be part of something 

that’s instituting change.” 

From Price’s office window at the 

Philadelphia Navy Yard, she can see four 

massive ships permanently docked on one side, and on the other side is the Wells Fargo Center, where the 

Sixers play, framed by the Center City skyline. 

Soon, however, she’ll be able to take in a different view of the same skyline — from across the Delaware River 

in Camden. 

The new facility, the Sixers say, will be the biggest and best in the NBA. The complex between the BB&T 

Center concert venue and Adventure Aquarium will be, essentially, a “bubble” for players to train, practice, 

watch video, receive various kinds of physical therapy, even take meals. 

A recent tour of the site by two Courier-Post reporters and a photographer found a busy construction site, with 

workers moving through steel framing and boxed piles of building materials. 

The 58,926-square-foot basketball operations building features two full, NBA regulation-sized courts with 10 

baskets; 2,800 square feet of locker room space, coaches’ offices, a video room, a press and interview room, a 

cardio- and weight-training room, wellness, massage and recovery rooms, and a hydrotherapy room with a 40-

foot lap pool. There is a players-only, full-service restaurant with an outdoor terrace featuring those skyline 

views, as well as private, covered parking and entrances on the ground. 

A three-story, 66,250-square-foot front office facility will house the business operations, with fitness and locker 

rooms for the team’s approximately 250 front office personnel. From the top of that building, a giant “76ers” 

sign — with room for a still-to-be-determined corporate sponsor — will dominate the intersection of Jersey Joe 

Walcott and Harbor boulevards. 
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But Price says the team plans to do more than just go about the business of basketball in Camden; players, 

coaches and employees will all be called upon for community outreach. 

 

Sixers practice facility Phaedra Trethan 

“We’ve been doing summer hoops program in Camden for the 20 years that I’ve been here with the team,” she 

noted, referencing clinics led by former Sixer World B. Free at city schools. 

“We’ll work with the mayor on any initiatives that she might start to help the citizens there,” Price said. 

“We’re a small part (of Camden’s growth), with Holtec coming over and Subaru coming over and the Liberty 

Trust buildings coming over … to be a part of that and to help the city of Camden grow is really exciting. 

“We’re really looking forward to figuring out how we can be a part of the neighborhood.” 

Redd, in an emailed statement to the Courier-Post, called the facility "a long-term investment in human capital 

and the people of Camden." 

"The importance of the 76ers project should not be understated as it's having an immense impact in so many 

ways," Redd said. "... Not only has the development resulted in the build out and continued expansion of 

Camden’s phenomenal waterfront but it means jobs and opportunities for our residents," 

Among the team’s community outreach efforts are a requirement that all employees commit to 76 hours of 

community service. In addition, the Sixers Youth Foundation places a special focus on communities in the 

region that “are most stressed by economic pressures and social challenges.” 



 

The Philadelphia 76ers are building new training and office facilities in Camden. Celeste E. Whittaker 

Sixers employees have participated in park cleanups and other community events since the June 2014 

announcement that the team would come to Camden. 

In the fall — around the time the Camden complex should be completed — the Sixers are planning to launch 

Sixers Youth HOOPS with pilot programs in Camden and Philadelphia. Teaming with current head coach Brett 

Brown, the first phase will train basketball coaches not only in the sport’s fundamentals, but also in how to 

foster teamwork, collaboration, leadership and self-discipline in middle school-aged athletes. 

Camden is currently experiencing a period of growth as new companies, such as Holtec and Subaru, move in 

and existing city institutions, such as Rutgers University-Camden and Cooper University Hospital, expand their 

reach. Still, the city is beset by poverty, homelessness and unemployment. 

Redd called the team "community-conscious corporate partners who have chosen to fully engage the 

community." 

"They participated in the city’s 2015 fall job fair and will be holding their own construction job fair on March 

17. I can say the 76ers understand the importance of collaboration and partnerships. 

"They get it: There is more to it than just the brick and mortar. It's about uplifting a community.” 
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The Sixers are hosting a job fair for its construction contractor, INTECH, March 17, but in terms of permanent 

jobs, many of its existing employees will make the move from the Navy Yard, meaning it’s still unclear how 

many new jobs the Camden facility will offer. 

Still, team officials say they’re betting on big things in Camden. 

“Whether on the court or in the community, we continue to spend time and invest resources where we see big 

upside,” said Sixers CEO Scott O’Neil in a statement. 

Calling the city “a community on the rise,” O’Neil said the Sixers “are confident that Camden is the right place 

at the right time to build our new home.” 

Phaedra Trethan: (856) 486-2417; ptrethan@gannettnj.com 
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At a glance: 

 125,000 square feet (largest in the NBA) 

 2 NBA regulation-size courts 

 2,800 square foot players' locker room 

 Wellness, recovery and hydrotherapy rooms 

 Players' restaurant with balcony overlooking the Delaware River and Philadelphia skyline 

 Film room 

 Press/media room 

 10,000 square feet of office space 

 Media production studio 

 7,000 square foot roof deck 

  
 A rendering shows what the Sixers' new practice facility and team offices will look like when 

construction is completed on the Camden Waterfront site. (Photo: Philadelphia 76ers) 

 


